
How to use it

Any suggestions, comments, 

questions? Write to: 

GlobalWaterTool@wbcsd.org



Water risks are everywhere 
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 Increased costs and operational risks
– Will your business be able to get enough water to operate?

– Will it be able to justify its allocation in relation to other users? 

 Reputational and regulatory risks
– Will you be able to secure your license to operate in a country with 

increased water scarcity?

 Risks to health of employees and customers
– What is the impact on your productivity of poor health due to lack of 

safe drinking water and basic sanitation?

 Risks to markets and products
– Will your customers have enough water to enable them to use your 

products or services?

 Financial risks 
– Will your be able to secure access to capital and insurance in the 

long term?



 Requires an understanding of a company’s water 

needs in relation to local externalities (e.g. water 

availability, quality, stress, access to improved 

water sources and sanitation…)

 In your operations, supply chain and ultimately 

customers – across the entire value chain 

To manage your water globally, 

you need to understand the water 

situation locally

The Global Water Tool = Risk 

assessment / management



 Launched in 2007 at Stockholm World Water Week (2x update)  

 Uptake 300 + companies 

 Increasingly recognized as the best available 

approach for companies to assess global water risks

 Endorsed by the GRI, applauded by the Carbon Disclosure 

Project, integrated in Wal-Mart Supplier Sustainability 

Assessment 

Maps a company’s water use and helps assess 

risks by comparing sites, suppliers and workers 

location with external data

“The Global Water Tool is the first step for any company to make 

water-informed decisions” 
Björn Stigson, WBCSD President

What does it do? 



 Download the Excel File onto your computer (your data 

is kept secure by user – not saved on WBCSD 

website) and enable macros

 Note any news / updates about the tool (e.g. upcoming 

webinars, changes in tool, etc.)

 Use any background material and links to other 

resources (PPT, flyer, Flash demo, additional datasets 

and tools of interest)

Step 1: Go to www.wbcsd.org



Add rows if 

necessary

Input inventory sheet 

(option 1 for entering your info)



Output: GRI water indicators 
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GRI Indicators on total 

water withdrawals 

(EN8), water 

recycled/reused 

(EN10), and total 

water discharge 

(EN21) are calculated 

for each site, country, 

region and total.



• Total renewable water resources per person (FAO) + Projections for 2025 and 2050

• Total water withdrawal per person (FAO)

• Dependency ratio (FAO)

• Industrial water withdrawal as par of total (FAO)

• Population served with improved water (WHO / UNICEF)

• Population served with improved sanitation (WHO / UNICEF)

Data by n° of sites, workers or suppliers

Output: Graphs (“Combined Metrics 

Country”) – downloadable 
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• Annual renewable water supply per person (1995 and 2025) (WRI)

• Mean annual relative water stress index (UNH)

Data by n° of sites, workers or suppliers

Output: Graphs (“Combined Metrics 

Watershed”) – downloadable 
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Output: 

A Range of Country Level Data
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• Find out which sites are in red / orange, etc. by going to “Output Country Data” tab



All sites uploaded onto map
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View options, incl. different maps
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Click Box 

to select 

map

Click on 

Map title 

to view 

legend



Country maps

• Total renewable water per person 2008 (FAO) 

• Projected total renewable water per person 2025 (FAO) 

• Projected total renewable water per person 2050 (FAO) 

• Water withdrawal per person (FAO)

• Industrial water withdrawal as par of total (FAO)



Watershed maps
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• Annual renewable water supply per person 1995 (WRI)

• Projected annual renewable water supply per person 2025 (WRI)

• Environmental water scarcity index (IWMI)

• Mean annual relative water stress index (UNH)

• Physical and economic water scarcity (IWMI)



Google Earth interface – global 

perspective
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For non-commercial use,

download free version of Google 

Earth 

For commercial use, purchase 

Google Earth Pro or other

Some users may face problems 

due to their own internal IT system

If you write a 

comment in the 

Inventory Sheet, 

it will appear in 

Google Earth



Are you near a river / 

lake / sea?

Zoom in – real impressions
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Are you in a densely-

populated area?



Many companies have used the tool

ABN Amro

Akzo Nobel

Anglo Coal

ArcelorMittal

Borealis

Caterpillar
CEMEX

CH2M HILL 

Chevron

ConocoPhillips

Dow

DSM

DuPont

GrupoNueva

Holcim

ITT Corp

Lafarge

Mondi

Norsk Hydro

Pepsi

Suncor Energy

Shell

StatoilHydro

Syngenta

Unilever

Nestlé

Kraft

Abbott Labs

Baxter

Bristol Myers 

Squibb

SAB Miller

Cargill…



The global water tool provides a comprehensive and dynamic

picture of our operations' water footprint and is the basis for the

strategic management of water risks. Borealis

The proactive assessment and management of water resource risks are so 

critically important, and yet, until the development of the GWT, there has never 

been a comprehensive tool available in the public domain for all sectors to use 

with which to conduct these assessments. PepsiCo

The tool gave us an indication of site locations that may experience

potential water scarcity in the future. Sites located within these areas have

been asked to undertake an initial site assessment. Novartis

The Global Water Tool results were used for reporting

purposes, including the recently launched water survey of the

carbon disclosure project. Bayer

Many companies have used the toolSome feedback from users



Need more info?

 Go to: 

www.wbcsd.org/web/watertool.htm

 Download the tool freely

 FAQs, dataset details definitions 

 Demo of the tool 

 Questions? info@globalwatertool.org
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http://www.wbcsd.org/web/watertool.htm
mailto:info@globalwatertool.org

